CONTACTS

Naren Hansda Jahajpur, Joypur, Purulia 9932523703
: Amulya Kumar Bhaddi, Joypur, Purulia 9732261173
Ashimananda Kumar  Bhaddi, Joypur, Purulia 0732261173
Salabat Mahato Latpada, Barabazar, Purulia 9800277871
Mihirlal Sing Deo Manbazar-1, Purulia 9332160457
Swapan Kalindi Bamnia, Jhalda-1I, Purulia 9800028562
Kishore Gupta Anandabazar, Jhalda, Purulia 9332115178
; _, .- Murli Mahato Kotshila, Jhalda-II, Purulia 03254-260634
| Q” Nagen Punuriar Kotshila, Jhalda-II, Purulia 9735136856
—=—== Rabindranath Mahato  Uparbari, Jhalda-II, Purulia 9933016634 o - : )
o Dipankar Mahato Chakra, Purulia-LPurulia 9932824496 Colour of popu lar en (ertainment
5 "l ? Shima Mahato Balarampur, Purulia 03252-316257
: : Sadhu Charan Das Khatra, Bankura 0434392431
View the film -A Journey of Jhumur for a/glimpse into the world of Jhumur singeis 0f Bengal S e SRR '
Living heritages of Darbari Jhumur recollect how it was ;ur'ﬂuze_“ Jq,r.ﬂ ‘Ii'ml;‘.r:; Youn gfm Funiiee! P R SApen ag & o
artists tell us how Jhumur strives to survive in the contemporary world of entertainment, Jhumur Bankim Karmakar Beliator, Bankura 9332495431 h
iz:lt[l:]::'l]f}oil:ments songs passed down orally thmuglh generations as well as lvricd by current Dhiren Sardar Bibandh, Hinkom 0474668582 |
i Mohon patra Sabeskol, Jambani, Bankura 9732318386 i _‘F.
48 T Sunil Mahato Purulia 0932220338 -
- & ) EN, -

Kuchil Mukherjee Bhatbandh, Purulia 0832700718
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_ Sunil Baran Mahato Simlapal, Bankura 9732188718
EASTERN ZONAL CULTURAL CENTRE : banglapitak dot com
Ministry of Culture, Government of India 387114 Prince Anwir Shah Road Debasish Roy Simlapal, Bankura 0932590794
[B-201, Sector-111, Salt Lake, Kolkata-700106 ) Eollkutn: 700 045
Phone:033-23353093/23351028/23351029, Fax:033-23350262 I~ 7-8516 / Telefax: 001 )-2417-8518 Kajal Sharma Bishnupur, Bankura 0732063916

e-mail:directorezec@yahoo.co.in

ehsite: www.ezecindi R :banglanavinlignslmet
website: www.ezccindia.org, www.folkartforlivelihood.org : M,Hmﬁt m Shantimay Kalindi Chatna, Bankura
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9732245582
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Other relevant contacts:

FOLK & TRIBAL CULTURAL CENTRE. 1&CA Dept, Govt of West Bengal: Madhusudan Manch, DhakuriabKolkata-700068
[‘l.mn:: : 033-2423-7116 / Fax 033-2423-7438, e-mail:loksanskriti@ysnl.com , website: www.loksanskriti.org
District Information & Cultural Office : Purulia- Phone:03252-222452 , Bankura- Phone:03242-251075




J humur Colour of popular

entertainmed

“Praner majhete biroho royeche. ..
Tabu keno prem kare go...
Niguro morom ke jane er

Jane ki samanyo nar-¢ go..”

Jhumur is a popular form of folk song and dance
amongst the rural and tribal communities of Bengal,
Bihar, Jharkhand and Orissa. Jhumur celebrates
rural ways of life. The folk form is known as
Jhumeer in Kurmali, in Orissa it is popular as
' Jhumar. Themes of Jhumr songs are varied. There
are songs on eternal love of Radha and Krishna.
Some tell stories from our epics and mythologies.
Some songs pay tribute to Mother Nature.
Bhaduria Jhumur, for example, pertains to the
monsoons. There are songs about the rustic charm

of quaint rivulets. Some depict the lifestyle of
simple village folks.
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Dnar Naach or Jhumoerr
Naach are colourful and rhythmic folk
dances where women dance together with
their arms entwined. Darbari Jhumur
songs bear reminiscence of the courts of
Rajas and Zamindars. It is enriched
through incorporation of elements of
classical music, Raga-Ragini and
complex tunes.
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Bhabapritanda Ojha was a
legendary Jhumur exponent. He o
was the court poet of the King of

Baghmundi also contributed to the
growth of Jhumur. Naachni Jhumur
evolved as Naachnis or dancers
sang Jhumur and danced. Late
Sindhubala Devi was known as the
Nightingale of Jhumur. Folk art
forms are imbibed in ways of life of
rural and ftribal people, in their
rituals and practices. As our life style
gets increasingly urbanised, folk
songs and dances are geting
obliterated.

To preserve this rich
intangible cultural heritage, the

Eastern Zonal Cultural Centre under the
Ministry of Culture, Government of India,
has taken up a unique and ambitious initiative
of reviving and revitalizing performing folk
art forms as means of sustainable livelihood.
The project is supported by the Ministry of
Rural Development, Government of India. The
Departments of Panchayat and Rural
Development and Information and Cultural
Affairs of the Government of West Bengal are
also partners in this initiative.
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31 SHGs have been formed
with 468 Jhumur artists in

\ Joypur, Bishnupur, Barjora,
Khatra, Barabazar, Simlapal,
Sarenga, Hirbandh and
Ranibandh blocks of Bankura
while in Purulia, 48 SHGs
have been formed with 634
Jhumur artists from
Balarampore, Joypur, Jhalda
and Purulia. The Naachnis who
are traditionally treated as
outcasts by the villagers are
being encouraged and
empowered to seek their rights.

Jhumur was so popular in the
middle ages that there are many
myths and legends about Jhumur
songs and singers (Jhumuriyas). It
is said, for example, that songs of

! Jhumur singer Jagat Kaviraj
: . provided palliative care to a woman

with cancer. A band of dacoits who
came to rob singer Ramkrishna

yi Ganguly were mesmerized by his

| songs. Hearing Chamu Karmakar's

song ‘Hobe sabe Naachni' (everyone
will be danseuse) women got so
interested that  worried community
leaders got Chamu arrested on the
grounds of threatening social norms.




