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| keep on getting calls. “We want to organise a folk festival in
Durgapur, can we have the number of Subhadra Sharma 7 “Will
Golam Fakir be available for a show at Siliguri 7 This started after
| we organized Sanskniti Parichay'2008 - a folk festival spread over _ T 9 9. &y e gmErsa ‘-3||1F'-; = 4
| ten district towns of West Bengal between August and September, £
2008. Four hundred Bauls, Fakirs, Chau and Jhumur dancers,
Domm and Gambhira artists and Patuas participated i the month long | s «ffFmE 55 995
programme. In Arambag an audience of 1200 was mesmerized and said, “We e f‘<'l>’-l i
are ready to pay for such programmes next time.” Little girls dancing on Ranpa, Bl
Chau dramas like Kalmrigaya and Khamar Murar
Amar Gatha got loud applauds. People wanted to
touch the feet of Gambhira artist Bimal Gupta
Sanskriti Parichay'2008 was followed by folk
programmes in 30 schools and colleges in Kolkata.
The wouths and children took active interest and
were curious to leam more. Chau dancer Dhana
Mahato tramed students of Bhawampur Education
Society for mter college dance competition. The
team bagged the second prize. The artisis earned
more than fifteen lakhs of rupees order from shows
during the Durga Puja and Diwali festivities. On the
occasion of 'Antarjatik Bhasha Dibas', 21"
February,2009, a Baul Fakin concert was
organized at Dakshinapan Mukta Mancha, The
cheering crowds and presence ol Gautam Ghosh,
Rajatava Dutta, Agnimitra Paul, Surajit and -
Soumitra of Bhoomi and other patrons enlivened the program. :
The latest Chau production 'Dakimi Mangal' is based on Macbheth. The
story of Macbeth very relevant
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together in a unique ten day workshop POTential. When Moyna Chitrakar and
Yacub Chitrakar were given video cameras, they were delighted to use g *esl 3 T YT T HTE| FEREE Wy cRE wes| 9
technology to make their own interpretation of the busy city life of Kolkata, ¢

Scraps lying in and around the EZCC campus were picked up and painted by the
Patuas resulting in a colourful installation. Visitors to the exhibition at ICCR
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Program coordination 15 always an arduous task. But the smiling faces

of the artists as we build the bridees between traditional and modern, makes HTAT STl &9 (9] Teq 4 Wi, e 0 L e 2
paving these steps towards revitalization of folk art a rewarding experience. aredfe i 49 aefas
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[n 2008, we traversed across the country  from Gujrat at one end to

Iripura at the other. We were impressed by the eight lane highways. the
.  excellent public transportation. amenities available in a small town like
':IE '_ Limreth, More impressive were the people enthusiastic, hardworking and
L  caper to embrace new ideas. Our objective was to innovate models of joint
electricity management - community partnering with MGVCL for reducing
power loss and promoting energy conservation. The willagers were quick in
understanding how this benefited them. Their punctuality impressed us. If we were laie
by five minutes for a program we would get a phone call. Time 15 precious when
development is fast paced!
he sereen and remote green hills and forests of Tripura posed a sharp contrast.
In many of the villages we could go only with armed escorts. Our charter was to establish
a mechanism for social audit of implementation of NREGS and other rural development
schemes. It was a pleasure 1o observe how participation of people makes programs
effective even for communities living in the remotest areas. Villagers are happy for
getting eight to ten days of work in a month, They no longer have to leave their families
and go far ofl Tor work. A woman proudly poimted at the road leadmg to her home and said
that she had built it with her own hands. A man shared how saving money in the bank 15
helping him. He showed us the goats he had bought with his savings.

Our team domg a campaign on health and nutntion for Heart Care Foundation
literally criss crossed the country covering locations in seventeen states. One team started
at Assam and then held
shows at Sikkim,
Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra and
finally at Goa. Al
Tharkhand as we designed
a campaign [ocusing on
medical abortion we
wondered whether shy
village women would
participate,

Shows were held i tribal
languages ke Mundar,
Sadri, Kurmali,
Panchpargania and
MNagpuri. The rural women came forward to understand the options being offered and
thanked us for giving them the only opportunity to learn in their language. One woman
dies every hour in India from unsafe abortion, This is statistics for us but ground reality
for them. Information is what people need. Once empowered with knowledge and i1deas,
they take action. Following the campaign on contraception methods in the slums of
Lucknow, medicine stores reported that more young women and men are coming up and
asking about contraceptives. We also came across pitfalls of irmresponsible use of mass
media. At slums of Bhubaneswar young adolescents girls acknowledged that use
emérgency contraception many a times. They have seen the television advertisements on
an established brand which did not make it clear that this should not be used instead of

contraceptives,
A study on utihisation of grants to PRI took us to the inteniors of Bastar, We
found that Panchayats remain closed. Villagers lament that their area remains berelt of

developmental initiatives owing to the 'fear’ of attack by Naxalites. At Orissa we found
that villagers are managing piped water supply systems and there are cement concrete
roads in interior villages. At West Bengal we found Panchayats using computers

As part of efforts (o ereate a new market for our living cultural heritages, folk

artists we work with traveled widely, The Baul singers shared their stories of visits to
Rajasthan and Madhva Pradesh. The Patuas are busier traveling round the vear. Chau
dancer Jagannath who used to get sporadie invitations earlier now has his own troupe and
getting regular shows. Thus we go on  celebrating the power of culture in fostering

change
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