Contacts
Sachin Mondol Manikchawk town,Malda 9733407375

Kishore Ray Ratua Town, Malda 9733114256
Abhiram Mandal Mathurapur, Manikchawk, Malda 9733153295
Jiten Rabi Das Manikchawk town, Malda 03512-272107
Mansun Hoda Nijatpur, Ratua II, Malda 9434189869

Ramani Karmakar Khayertala, Manikchawk, Malda 9733197510
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Domni is a form of folk drama popular in Malda district of West Bengal.
The folk form originated in what is called the Deeara region in north
western Malda lying along the banks of river Mahananda. People from
Purnea, Bhagalpur, Mithila, Darbhanga, Gaya areas of Bihar, Santhal
Parganas of present day Jharkhand have long settled in this area. The
local dialect Khottai is a mix of Bengali, Bhojpuri, Maithili and
Urdu. Domni artists speak and sing in Khottai. Local characteristics
enrich folk art. Domni has been enriched by the multicultural
demography of this area, It exemplifies how our social traditions
have been enriched through assimilation of diverse communities,

Domni is poor man's comedy. The performers are
mostly uneducated and from backward communities,
Theyuse thewr art form for relafation afteraday of hard
labour and at the same timg to “Vpite their joys and
aspirations, woes and worries ind8 RUMOUrOUS Way:
SCHpIs are not used in Domni. The SCIOS and Sctresses
use extempore dialoguel Sofigs and® humour:
Traditionally the diamas pertained |/ to stories of
mythology. The Domni artists also perfurm drama on
social and political issues, stories of natural calamincs
etc. The drama begins with Asar Fandana or the
overture followed by Nachari or Lachari, which is the
main body of the drama, The overture starts with a
tribute to all the Gods and Goddesscs accompanied with
musical instruments like harmonium, drams (dlio!f and
khol) and percussions (karfals). The mam body of the
drama starts with song and dance of the Chhokras, who
are male actors dressed as females. The dramain this
Sechon 15 made attractive Wwith the introduction of

languages and culture.

characters Like  jesters ancd“eomedians with their
poignant and satirical dialogdes on sacial evils and
inequalities.
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As technology reaches out to remote villages, avenues of entertainment
are changing. This folk art form is thus moving towards oblivion. Many
artists have out migrated in search of work. The younger generation is
hardly interested to learn.
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