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Background

In November 2009 the Government of West Bengal, together with Unicef, organized a
State Consultation on the prevention of child marriage. The significance of the
consultation was, that this was for the first time, all concerned stakeholders on this issue—
The Department of Women and Child and Social Welfare, Child Welfare Committee
members, the law enforcement officials, and education and health providers came
together to chalk out a plan to deal with child marriage. The most significant aspect was
that the children affected by child marriage also participated in the consultation. They
discussed their hopes and aspirations as well as their determination to complete school
and get established in life.

The programme on the 24™ of February,2010, was a follow up to the State Consultation.
A manifesto against child marriage prepared by children was launched at this event. The
main aim of the event was to plan, with participation of children, specific actions for
children, parents, teachers and communities, so that each and every one of us can speak
in unison against child marriage.

The programme

Inauguration and welcome

Ms. Lori Calvo (State Chief Unicef) gave the welcome address. Amrita and Durga
students from Loreto School, Sealdah and Niyaz from Sanklaap gave a short introduction
in English and Bengali. The chief guests,Honourable Minister Sri Biswanath Choudhury,
Department of Women and Child Welfare, Government of West Bengal, Ms Rinchen
Tempo, Principal Secretary, Department of Women and Child and Social Welfare, and
Dr. Karin Hulshof, India Country Representative, Unicef, were felicitated by students.

Unveiling the Manifesto

Sri Biswanath Chowdhury, Honourable Minister of the Department of Women and Child
Development and Social Welfare, unveiled the Children’s manifesto. This manifesto had
been prepared by children at the State Level Consultation held in November. Some of
these children were also present at this event.
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‘Send us to school so that we can
prepare for life

» Challenge traditions and customs that violate our rights
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Queslion traditional views and beliefs that
perpetuate child marriage

Advocate against child marriage

Make sure that boys and girls are treated equally
Be aware of our rights and ensure that we get
them

Guarantee access and opportunily to education and health
Create a protective environment in which we are free from
violence and abuss

Make sure that all of us knows where and whom to go to if
our rights are violated

Broadcast messages against child marriage through every
Go to school and prepars ourselves to use our avallable means of communication

rights well Punish those who arrange, promote and participate in child
Marry only after reaching the legal age of marriage marriages

We want society to

This manifesto is supported by The Government of West Bengal. Ewropean Union and UNICEF. By giving your support 1o this inanifeste, you will be upholding the rights of childven cverywliers:.
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Manifesto in Bengali



Oath
All the 225 children present and other guests stood up to take an Oath for Child Rights.
They were led by Durga for the Bengali Oath, and Amrita for the English oath.

We, the children,

Solemnly declare

To claim our right

To a secure and happy childhood.
We pledge,

Tosay NO

To child marriage.
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Speeches

Sri Biswanath Chowdhury gave the inaugural address. He described the laws and
schemes in place to protect children. Sri Choudhury also spoke about the importance of
protecting their rights. He lauded the efforts taken by Unicef in spreading the message.

Ms. Rinchen Tempo, Principal Secretary of the Department of Women and Child
Development and Social Welfare, next spoke about the dire plight of the girl child in the
state, and urged the children present to take action and be brave.

Dr. Karin Hulshof, Unicef India country head, presented the keynote address. She
stressed on the mechanisms in place to protect the rights of children and the difficulties in
implementing them.

Dr. Hulshof spoke to the girls who had come from Purulia. These girls had all been
successful in convincing their parents to stop their marriage. They interacted with Dr.
Halshof and shared their stories.

Cultural activities

A skit by the children of Purulia “Meyerao Manush” highlighted the dismal picture of the
social compulsions that pressurize parents. The girl child has to ultimately bear the brunt
of these compulsions.

The Ahladi dance group from Prayasam presented a thematic dance titled ‘Aye Brishti
Jhepe’. They artistically expressed the upheavals an adolescent girl has to undergo
through a well choreographed presentation. The changes in mood, body and thoughts
were beautifully depicted with their creative expressions and accompanying music.



A Puppet show by the children of Sunderban Social Development center, highlighted the
dark side of child marriage. The story of the death of a bright young girl after an early
marriage whose dreams of higher studies and getting established in life gets crushed, was,
poignantly depicted through puppetry.

Sensitisation on Child rights and child marriage issues:

Durga, Amrita and Niyaz made a short presentation on Child Marriage. They spoke about
the pitfalls of early marriage, the rights of children as per the UN convention, and the
laws in India for protecting the rights of children. They presented the manifesto and
ended with a call for action.

Workshop with Children

Profile of participants

A total of 225 children from Swami Pranabananda Vidyapith, Rajendra Shiksha Sadan
Girls High School, Ballygunge Shiksha Sadan, Chamrail High School, Bagmundi School,
NCLP, Purulia, Loreto Sealdah, Sundarban Social Development Centre, Prayasam,
Sanlaap, Santoshpur Shikhshayatan, Save The Children, participated in the workshop
activities.

Activities

The total number of 225 children were divided into 5 activity groups. 24 children were
selected for making an Action Plan for advocacy against child marriage. The rest were
divided into four groups for activities like greeting card making, badge making, slogan
and poster writing. The aim of the activities was to engage the children in a creative and
thought provoking way so that they could fully understand the points of the manifesto.
The children were given instructions for each of the activities so that they could interpret
and innovate on the theme in their own creative way.

BADGE MAKING

The children were asked to think of themselves as child rights activists. They were asked
to make badges for their cause. They were given the following topics in English and
Bengali to choose from.

Child marriage is illegal.

I have a right to go to school.

Boys and Girls are equal.

Standing up and speaking out for my rights.
Value my opinion.

arONE
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GREETING CARDS

The children were asked to make ‘Thank You’ cards for parents, family members or
people from their community who have supported their rights as a child. They were asked
to make at least one card thanking them for any of the following reasons.

Sending me to school

Not discriminating

Supporting my choices

Being my friend

Protecting me from exploitation
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SLOGAN WRITING

The children were asked to write at least three slogans on the following topics.
We build the future.

Importance of education.

Fearlessly speaking out for my rights.

Child marriage is a crime.

Create an environment free from violence and abuse against children

agrwdE
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POSTER

The fourth activity was making one poster on any one of the following topics.
My life, my choice.

Early marriage deprives us of our opportunities to realize our potential.
Building my own support system.

Challenging traditional mindsets.

Stop Discrimination.

Take action against those who arrange, promote and participate against child
marriage.

Guarantee a safe and protective environment

Prepare ourselves to use our rights.

. Marry at the right age.

0. My family, my parents and my community-be my friend.
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At the end of these four activities, the badges, posters, slogans and greeting cards were
displayed on a board. The colourful array of thoughts and ideas, the creativity of the
children and their strong determination, reflected and represented the theme of the day
‘say no to child marriage’ in a very successful way.

THE ACTION PLAN

Ice breaking and introduction

A simple activity was held to break the initial inhibitions of the participants. The children
were to follow the directions from the facilitator and raise there right hand as directed.
When the facilitator said left the left hand was to be raised and vice versa. Whoever made
a mistake or lost concentration was asked to introduce oneself.

Identification of needs of children
The basic needs of a child to grow up properly were clarified. The facilitator of the
workshop formed a ‘Safety Net’ along with the participants, wherein the participants
identified the important stakeholders of society in promoting value of the girl child viz.
e Family
Neighbours
Doctor
Teachers
Panchayats
Law enforcement agencies
Government
e NGOsetc

Discussion
A participative discussion were held to understand the knowledge and awareness level of
the participant about the child rights, child marriage issues, and their thoughts about the
points which was mentioned in the Manifesto. In the discussion the participants
mentioned that-
e They need a free space in their home and they want a friendly relationship with
their parents because they have lot of things to share with them.
e They want to make their friends aware who did not get the opportunity to attend
this programme.

Children from Purulia shared their activities and experiences on how they have been able
to build an adolescent group in their villages. They informed that they have been able to
form this awareness group, some of whose members had been successful in stopping their
marriage. These forthright children said that they have further plans to mobilize children
of other villages. The group has approached schools of the locality, and plan to make
more such active and aware groups to further their cause.

Students from other schools mentioned that they need awareness camp in their school.
Some of them mentioned that they want to take a part in the mass campaign on child



rights. They also mentioned that they wan to be linked with the larger society who can
protect their rights.

After the discussion participants were divided in to three groups, according to the three
aspects of the manifesto. They were asked to make an Action Plan for themselves, their
families as well as for society at large. The main focus of the action plan was to come up
with concrete steps to combat the problem of child marriage.

Action plan- 1

The first group prepared an Action Plan for children.

e The children will form peer groups within 3 months and will subsequently meet
for discussions once in every two months.

e The children want to establish a better relationship with their parents and discuss
their opinions and choices with them.

e With the permission of the Panchayat, they will stage various street plays in order
to raise awareness.

e They will spread the message amongst educated and uneducated people using
posters and pictures.

e They will request their teachers to take part in this movement. They will discuss
these issues in their classrooms in order to raise awareness.

e They will inform the members of the Panchayat, and neighbourhood clubs and
take their help to stop child marriage.

Action plan- 2

The second group made an Action Plan for their parents, families and community
members

e First and foremost, the children will try and make their parents understand that
there is no difference between boys and girls.

e They will approach each and every family and talk to them about the rights of a
child.

e They respect their parents, in the same way they want their parents to love and
respect them.

e They will form peer groups within a month, and will meet every two months
subsequently to discuss their action plan.

e Those who already go to school will form a group and approach every family in
their neighbourhood, and ask them to send their children to school.

Action plan- 3

The third group made an Action Plan for society at large.



The children made a list of the people and organizations in society who could help them
fight for their rights. They want to create awareness amongst these people about the
rights of children.

e Their family

e Neighbours

e Health workers
e Teachers

e Panchayat

e Police

e Lawyer

e NGOs

In the next month they want their schools to compile a list of the contact details of people
in NGOs, the Panchayat, the Police and Lawyers of their local area who can help them if
they encounter any problems in the future. They also realized the need to stand by their
friends and form peer support groups.

Action Plan presentation

The three groups shared their action plan with the guests, students, teachers and other
members of the audience. The colorful presentation was a myriad of masks, chants,
acting and bold messages. The first group used masks representing faces of the children
of our country and held placards voicing their needs to stop child marriage. The second
group presented their action plan through a rhythmic chant line *baba-maa baba-maa’,
asking the parents to lend their ears to their call for help. The last presentation was for the
society. Each of the participants stood there as a member of society. One of them came
forth to represent all the adolescents of our society and said that child marriage is a major
issue and there are many people who can help them. Out of these people, those who are
very near and dear to them, and those to whom they have direct access, are their parents
and their school teachers. Therefore they wanted them to listen to their call for help. They
want to make them realize their dreams and aspirations. They want them to be their
friend, and to help them in their times of need.
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Annexure A : Photographs



The chief guests (from left to right) — Felicitating the chief guests
Ms. Rinchen Tempo, Dr. Karin Hulshof,
Honourable Minister Sri Biswanath
Chowdhury

The minister unveils the manifesto

The minister addresses the gathering A dance performance ‘Aye Brishti Jhepe’ by
the Ahladi group



A puppet show on child marriage by Dr. Karin Hulshof talks to girls who have
Sunderban Social Development Center successfully prevented their early marriage

Workshop with Action Plan group Action Plan being presented



Annexure B
Badges, Posters and Greeting Cards made by the children







Annexure C : Slogans
Children are the future citizens so take care and love them. (Sayoni Biswas)

Education should not be considered as an ornament; it should be considered as an organ.
(Aaspritta Ray)

We shall overcome our fears to fight against our rights. (Jayeesha Ghosh)

We must raise our voice & pledge our votes against the crime of child marriage.
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Media Participation

Sl. No. Name of Organisation Name of The Participant
1 Geo Magazine Giulio D. Stuveir
2 Geo Magazine Riju Das
3 Geo Magazine Rina Mukheriji
4 Radio Magazine Nam Kunwar
5 Hindustan Times Sanchita Sharma
6 Hindustan Times Meenakshi Jha
7 Saptahik Bartaman Krishna Das
8 Doordarshan Swapan Bera
9 NE Bangla Sreeparna Saha
10 Akash Bangla Prithviraj Karmakar
11 The Statesman Sulagna Sengupta
12 The Asian Age D. Chandhan
13 Sangbad Pratidin M. Ghosh
14 Saptahik Bartaman Kakali Chakraborty




Annexure E : Media Coverage
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